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Images provided by the
US Food and Drug
Adminisiration show two
of nine naw warning
liskirls: that clgarette
makers will have louse
by the fourth quarter of
2012, 40

WARNING: Cigore
cause fotal lung di
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Cigarette makers sue FDA over labels

JONATHAN STEMPEL

NEW YORK: Four big cigarette makers
sued the US Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, seeking to void as unconstitu
tional new graphic labels and advertising
that wam consumers about the risks of
smoking and induce them o quit

The lawsuit by Reynolds American
Inc’s L. Reynolds unit, Lorillar
Liggett Group LLC and Commonwealth

constitutional scruting,” said Floyd Ab.
rams, a prominent First Amendment
specialist representing the cigarene
makers, in a stateiment

An FDA spokeswoman declined o
comment, citing an agency policy not
1o dise pending litigation

The 2009 Family Smoking Prevention
and Tobacco Control Act requines colour
warnings covering the top hall of the
front and back panels of clganette

Brands Inc, owned by Britain’s Imperial — packages, and the top 20% of printed
Tobacen Group Ple, said the ing: fvertising, The reg Is very similir
required no later than Sept 22, 2012 1o rules already in force in Thailand,

would force cigaree makers (o engage
In anti-smoking advocacy™ on the gov
ermment’s behalf
They said this violated their free speech
rights under the First Amendment. ac-
cording to a complaint filed on Tuesday
with the US District Court in Washingron,
*“The notion that the government can
require those who manufacture a lwful
product 1o emblazon hall of its package
with pictures and words admittedly
drafted 1o persuade the public not o
purchase that product cannot withstand

Dead hodies, diseased lungs and roft -
» among the images expected

ar, in the first change to US ciga-
rette wamings in 25 years.

Reynolds' brands include Camel,
Winston and Kool; Lorillard brands in
clude Newport and True: Common-
welth brands include Davidoff, and Lig
gett brands include Eve,

The cigareste companies are the largest

in the United States other than Altria,
whose brands include Marlboro and
which is not part of the case. Aliria had

1I8:00 10SIASMUNYANEBOVUNS

TNeNUNIINNIREeda i UiENe U 4 uvisde
R.J.Reynold,Lorillard Inc....Liggett Group,LLC uaz Imperial
‘ o s
Tobacco PLC #uWad "MnITuANMENITNN1IEIMIILALE1T8Y
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previously supported the 2009 law

“Certain provisions of the final rule
raise constitutional concerns,” Aliria
spakesman Bill Phelps said, “"We continue
to work constructively with the FDA,
and reserve our rghts and options w
protect the company.”

A smaller cigarette maker, Santa Fe
Matural Tobaceo Co, is also a plaintiff in
the lawsuit, which also seeks 1o delay
enforcement of other parts of the whacco
law

Kathleen Sebelius, Secretary of the
Department of Health & Human Services,
in June said the new wamings would
ensure that “every person who picks up
a pack of cigareties is going to know
exactly what risks they are taking.”

She said the goal was 1o stop children
from starting to smoke, and to give adult
smokers a new incentive to quit

Rut in their complaint, the cigarette
companies said the labels illegally e
them to make consumers depressed,
discouraged and afraid 1o buy clgarettes,
and turn each package into a mini
billboard for the government.” REUTERS
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- CAN MAKE YOU
= IMPOTENT

[ Cigareties may cause sexual
impotence due to decreased blaod
flow te the penis. This can prevent
you from kaving an erection
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We don’t smoke the crap. We just it. We re—
serve the right to smoke for the young, the
poor, the blacks and the stupid.” This was how
the RJ. Reynolds executives responded to
Dave Goerhtz's question of why they were not
smoking.None of the tobacco executives
smoke.
They are aware of the deadly consequences
of using their product as intended. In fact,
those same tobacco executives do not allow
smoking in their offices. It seems they are fa-
miliar with the clear and present danger of
second hand smoke.
(Anthony Disiena, D.C.,1994)
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